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We provide safe choices for travelers in Delaware to access roads, rails, buses, airways, waterways, bike trails, and

walking paths.
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Safety
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Vision

DelDOT continues to strive toward zero deaths to eliminate fatalities and serious injuries for all modes of 

travel. Everyone in Delaware should have access to a network that is safe, comfortable, and 

conveniently connected to places people want to go. Working together with local agencies and 

communities can ensure safe, accessible, connected and equitable network that encourages a culture 

where people can walk or bicycle in their daily lives for transportation, recreation, and improved health.



Delaware Bicycle Plan

93.6%
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I. Introduction
Delaware is consistently ranked as one of the most
bicycle-friendly states in the nation. Thanks to
significant investments in bicycle infrastructure, as well
as the adoption of supportive policies, programs and
public information campaigns (Figure 1-A), Delaware
has been among the top of the League of American
Bicyclists’ Bicycle Friendly States program since 2009,
rising as high as #3 in 2015 and 2016. This is a successful
foundation upon which to build.

The Blueprint for a Bicycle-Friendly Delaware lays out
a series of innovative strategies for planning, design,
coordination and communication tools to continue this
important work.



Planning Framework—Goals

Goal 1: Develop a Complete, Comfortable,  
Connected BicyclingNetwork

Goal 2: Improve Bicyclist Safety and Confidence  
(beyond engineering interventions)

Goal 3: Foster a Culture of Bicycling that Broadly  
Benefits Delawareans



Key Strategies 
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Multi-Modal Implementation



What DelDOT is Looking for in a Project

A project will score well if it:

1. Connects people to destinations,

2. Provides separation from traffic, 

and 

3. Turns a stressful route into a 

comfortable, one.



Multi-Modal Program Funding sources 
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Jack A. Markell Trail (JAM)
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• Named after former Governor Jack 
A. Markell, the 5.5 mile “JAM” trail 
connects the Wilmington Riverfront 
with the City of New Castle 

• The trail was completed in 
September 2018. This included a 
final segment phase for a new 
bridge over the Christina River and 
an elevated boardwalk path 
through sensitive marshlands.



Jack A. Markell Trail (JAM)
• Other sections of the JAM 

converted an abandoned freight 
rail line into a shared-use 
pedestrian and bicycle path 
(SUP).

• Construction cost for the Bridge 
and Elevated Boardwalk under 
the Bike/Ped program was 
$18.5M 64.09%
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Chesapeake & Delaware Canal Trail 
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• Also known as the Michael N. Castle 
Trail, the effort offers a scenic 
walking and biking route along the 
northern shore of the Chesapeake 
and Delaware Canal in northern 
Delaware

• In Delaware, this includes 12.1 miles 
of paved surface, three trailheads, 
and amenities including benches, 
informational kiosks, comfort 
stations, and landscaping DNREC Fish and Wildlife



Chesapeake & Delaware Canal Tail 

15.05%

20.86%.09%
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• Construction in five phases began in 
summer 2012 and was completed 
in summer 2019 

• Trail connects Delaware City to 
Chesapeake City 

• Total construction costs under the 
Bike/Ped program was $11.6M



Capital City Trail  
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• Located in Dover, the Capital City Trail 
provides a walking, biking, and running 
route through Delaware’s State Capital 

• The 14.7-mile trail (total) connects to parks, 
downtown historic attractions, government 
offices, and the Dover Air Force Base 

• The trail joins the Silver Lake Trail at 
Division Street, continuing to Legislative 
Hall and along Court Street to the Public 
Safety Boulevard Pathway and the Isaacs 
Branch Trail



Capital City Trail  
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• The entire trailway system had 
multiple construction phases & 
under different funding programs  

• The Bike/Ped program 
construction started April 2020 
and ended Nov. 2022 

• Total construction cost was $5.1M 
under the Bike/Ped Program

Delaware.gov August 24, 2021



Georgetown and Lewes Tail 
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• Nearly complete, the 17-mile paved 
trail will link Georgetown (central) 
and Lewes (east) in Sussex County

• The Trail is accessible and continues 
to the beach resorts. The trail 
provides access to the Junction and 
Breakwater Trail from downtown 
Lewes to Rehoboth Beach, and from 
Lewes into Cape Henlopen State 
Park.  



93.6%
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Georgetown and Lewes Tail 

• Effort is hot mix trail next to 
rail and rail to trail conversion

• The Bike/Ped program 
construction started February 
2015 and expects to be 
complete Spring 2026 

• Total construction cost is 
anticipated at $35M



93.6%
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Educational Programs



93.6%
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Educational Programs



93.6%
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Educational Programs
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Anthony Aglio
Division of Planning -Delaware Department of Transportation
 302-760-2509
 Anthony.Aglio@delaware.gov
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